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xx Author hopes that this Sermon, now fi 
candor. of the public, ſufficiently. 2 
that in the part which he feels ſelf in duty bound to 


take, in conſort with his 


CE 


n 


crifis, he is not actuated by any 


ſudden impulſe of 
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nom SHALL THEY PREACH EXCEPT THEY BE SENTY -. 


'*: HI 8 . is Ty in a courſe 4 as argument, 8 
whereby the Apoſtle contends with the Jews, that 
the Preaching of the Goſpel was not confined to them ex- 
cluſive of the Gentiles. He knew it was an acknowledged 
principle of chat religion they received from God, that no 
one could have any power to preach his Word but thoſe 
appointed by him for that office, and from thence He 
argues, that perſons having been ſent with full power from 
God to preach his Goſpel to Jews and Gentiles, it was 
doubtleſs his will they both ſhould equally be benefited by 
it. For. how. ſhall they: call on him in whom they have not 
believed v and how ſhall they believe in him of whom, they 
have not heard? and how ſhall they hear without a preachs 
er ꝰ and how ſhall they preach except: they be ſent? From 
| which conciſe train of reaſoning may clearly be deduced, 
the neceſſity of a right knowledge of the word of God as 
revealed in the Go; fool to the ſalvation of man, and the 
9 alſo of a _ order of PRs ee by 
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| cepts to be obſerved, and poſitively declared, that no ens 
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proper authority to n ſl facilitate ſuch know- 


ledge. It may not be an unprofitable employ at any 8 T 


is but particularly in this age, and on this occafion, to 
examine into the force of this doctrine of St, Paul's, to en- 
quire how far a viſible Church is eſſential to the Chriſtan 

Religion in general; how far an eſtabliſhed order of Teach- 


ers and Rulers in that Church is conſiſtent with the ſupreme 15 
dominion of Chriſt, and the liberty of Chriſtians; and how r, 


far the Church of which we are members is calculated to 


anſwer the ends of ſuch original inſtitutio. 


3 


The ſubject bh of that complicated Erben, that it is im 
poſſible to give it full inveſtigation within the com paſs of ; 


a diſcourſe of this nature, I ſhall therefore only ue 8 | 


your patience whilſt I ſtate as briefly as poflible the general 4; 
principles on which the Church of Chriſt was founded, and 
continues to be ſupported, and from thence refer to o ſome 
particulars of our preſent ſituation. 


The Divine Author of our n as Meters of the 


world, and Teacher of all truth and righteouſneſs, revealed 


to man certain Doctrines to be believed, and certain Pre- 


who diſobeyed him as a Teacher, ſhould receive any benefit 
from him as a Redeemer, A right knowledge therefore 
of theſe doctrines and precepts is requiſite to all thoſe "ww 

would derive any ee from his merits, 1 
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"Being ſent from God, he Ane what was in mun e, he 
knew the ſeveral natural faculties, and acquired abilities of 
thoſe beings who were to receive his commands, and made 
therefore the obligation of their obedience proportionate 
to ſuch faculties and abilities. The faculty common to all 
accountable agents 18 Reaſon, to Reaſon therefore are his 

laws addreſſed, ſome of them ſo plain that men of the 
loweſt abilities cannot fail to underſtand their meaning, 

many eaſily intelligible to men of higher attainments, and 

all to thoſe who by proper ſtudy, and honeſt application 

earneſtly deſire to be acquainted with them. This mode 

of obtaining the bleſſings of religious revelation is ſimilar 

to that by which God has been pleaſed to grant to us 

the natural bounty of his providence; ſome productions 

abſolutely neceſlary to the ſupport of life are promiſcuouſſy 
diſperſed on the boſom of nature, to be plucked by the 

rude hand of the moſt careleſs paſſenger, but his, choiceſt 

favours are reſerved for thoſe who will beſtow | on them 
due culture and attention; in both caſes God deals with : 
man as a being in a probationary ſtate of progreſſive im- 
provement, and awakens his induſtry to work out his own 
ſalvation T. Every man therefore who calls himſelf : a 

Chriſtian, and profeſſes to believe the Goſpel to be the 

word of the God of truth, is thus obliged to underſtand 

the laws revealed therein according to his talents, and the 
opportunities he has of im proving and aſſiſting them. 


V John ii. 25. | + Phil. ii. 12. 


. A Chriſtian 


L 4 ] 


A Chriſtian then laudably anxious to ſearch into the! 1 A 


contained, will endeavour to prove, and illuſtrate their 


meaning either by applying to the original language in 
vhich they were written, or examining the beft tranſſation 
of them he can meet with, and by due attention to this 
purſuit, and the aid of collateral es will doubtleſs 
make a ſatisfactory progrels in the ſub) ect of his enquiry. _ 
It cannot however be denied that in the ſocial ſtate the, > 
civilized part of mankind muſt neceſſarily be, there are few. 
Chriſtians in compariſon who are capable of conducting 1 
their religious reſearches in this manner, or of carrying 


Scriptures, wherein all things neceſlary to ſalvation are nn 


them to ſuch an height; what then muſt the generality of 


Chriſtians do? who is to offer religion to their conſi- | 


deration? and if they deſiſt from further diſquiſition, when 
they meet with any part of Chriſt's law of which they do 
not of themſelves immediately comprehend the meaning, 


have they good reaſon to reſt ſatisfied they have entirely. | 
fulfilled their obligation of underſtanding their duty to the 


beſt of their abilities, and opportunities? On every other 


ſubject of knowledge or practice, whenever men find their . | 
own abilities deficient, they apply to thoſe perſons on 
whoſe {kill and fidelity they can well depend, and no one 


thinks his own liberty of judging in the leaſt infringed by. 


attending to their opinion in ſuch caſes. Do they. then. 


gladly make uſe of ſuch aſſiſtance in every uſeful art and 


ſcience, and muſt they wholly neglect it in religion? the 


0 


Ws; 
only excuſe they can have for ſo doin g. is the want of 
proper perſons to aſſiſt them; but the Son of God has 
graciouſſy prevented ſuch excuſe, and the evils attending 
it, and wiſely ordained it otherwiſe. Whilſt he himſelf 
remained on earth, he ſent forth his Apoſtles with power 

to promulge“ his laws to mankind, and to found an ex- 

tenſive ſociety: that ſhould 'inwardlyF obey them, and 

outwardlyF manifeſt their obedience. i He left his doctrines 

and precepts promiſcuouſly depoſited in their memory, to 
be reduced by them into ſuch regular mode of exprels 

obſervance as was found beſt ſuited to the Church they 
ſhould be directed to eſtabliſh, for which direction he poured 
_ down his promiſed Spirit upon them||, ſo that nothing might 
be enjoined contrary to his will, nothing prohibited agreeable 
to it. In conſequence of ſuch appointment, and under the 
influence of this Spirit, the Apoſtles aſſumed this important 
office, aſcertained the true ſpirit: of Chriſt's laws, exacted 
the external proofs of obedience to them, preſcribed ſuch 
rules as were eſſential to religious decorum, and ordained a 
ſucceſſion of perſons to expound theſe laws in like manner, 
to adapt them to the ſeveral changes of languages, and to 
make ſuch further regulations as the exigencies of time and 
place would require, relying on the aſſurance of our Saviour 
to ſupport his Church to the end of 12 world 1 e the 

ordinary graces of his aten 


* Mark xvi. 16. + John xiv, 21. 1 Matt. x. 33 - ; Katt xvi. 18. 1. Joho — 26. 
; Pe i 1 Matt, xxviii. 20. | 


By 


E41 mo 
By this method has Chriſtianity been delivered down to 5 


the preſent age. The word of life was committed to i, ! 3 
by perſons under the immediate influence of the ſpirit of 
truth, and ſucceſſors inſtructed, and appointed by them to 2 f 


tranſmit it faithfully to poſterity. Till a Chriſtian therefore : 


has applied to theſe aſſiſtances, God has thus vouchlafed © 


for his guidance, and information, he never can be ſaid to . 


have done his utmoſt to acquaint himſelf with the rule of | 
righteouſneſs; and as no deference to ſuch inſtruction is 
inſiſted upon when contrary either to a plain law of God, 
or the common ſenſe of man, under ſuch limitations it muſt - © |] 
appear that this authority is neither derogatory to Chnit's , 
| ſupreme dominion, nor the liberty of human judgment; 


that no Chriſtian is hereby in danger of being blindly led 
into error, and many have an opportunity of being con- 
dutted 1n the right path, who would otherwiſe have been 
ſtopt at the very outſet of their Journey. Let no one ſo 
far deceive his own ſoul, as to imagine that a ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion of the mind however founded will juſtify him for 
any miſtakes in underſtanding his Chriſtian duty, all in- 
voluntary error in religion will doubtleſs be forgiven, but 

to refuſe to underſtand what is clear, and wilfully neglect 
the means by which the obſcure parts may be rendered as 


intelligible to each man as his capacities will admit, is 


obſtinate ignorance, and therefore puniſhable as a voluntary _ 
and preſumptuous fin. Could all men indeed apply them- * 


ſelves my to the comprehenſive ſtudy of their religion, 


there 


k 
there would have no occaſion for a flint order to 

illuſtrate, and ende it, but as long as Chriſtianity is to 
be believed, and practiſed by ſocial beings, as long as there 
are various ranks, and various occupations in this buſy 
world, ſo long will there be a neceſſity for a ſet of men 
expreſsly appointed for the ſole buſineſs of expounding the 
doctrines, and inſoreing the precepts of the Golpel. | 


When a Chriſtian has by this method attained to hs 
| Meaning of Scripture, for the Truth of the whole, and of 

every part he relies ſolely on GOD HIMSELF: in our 
common purſuit of Truth the agreement of ſome ideas is ſo 
plain that every rational being muſt acknowledge i it, but 
whenever from want of univerſal ſcience, we find ourſelves 
unacquainted with the relation of particular ideas on which 
we muſt act, we conſult thoſe who are familiarly converſant 
with them, and depend on their ſuperior wiſdom and un- 
impeached fidelity, if we thus receive the witheſs 'of men, 
ſurely the witneſs of God is greater. The truths revealed 
by God are doubtleſs as far above our capacities, as his 
all· perfect mind excells ours, but the credibility of his 
Authority is equal to the perfection of his knowledge, and 
therefore we are at leaſt equally bound to aſſent to truths 
ſo greatly ſuperior to our underſtanding, on the teſtimony 
of Him who cannot err, as we are to aſſent to truths nearer 
our comprehenſion, declared by man who 1s liable t to error; 


„1 John v. 9. b 
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tainty of his wiſdom, exceeds the utmoſt pg 
human knowledge, the duty to confide in his Nenn 


No one is hereby dilcouraged from ie tis | . | 
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and if we add to the al eien how infinitely the ets 


muſt hs as oat unlimited. :* 8 1 : 


Revelation to the utmoſt, but aſſiſted in the work, no dark 5 


reſtraint is laid on private judgment, but additional light . 


beſtowed to clear it; our religion ſhrinks not indeed from 


the minuteſt ſcrutiny; let a man make a full, and free uſe | 


of his own reaſon, let him improve that to the utmoſt, 'let 


him ſearch himſelf into the depth of divine ſcience, as far 
as human faculties and human aſſiſtances will carry him, i 
and the further he proceeds with diffidence, and imparti- 
ality, the more will truth unfold herſelf unto him. But as a 
being of infinite perfection, and the operation of infinite 


Sd: 
; ; 


power are the main ſubjects of his enquiry, let him not 


_ confine his belief to the narrow limits of his own finite 5 
intellects, however cultivated, and improved, and in matters 


of ſuch eternal moment deny that confidence to the Cre- © 
ator, which in the ſeveral affairs of life he daily allows to 


interior advantages, that highly probable inſtruction they 


the creature; much leſs let him withold from others of 


may receive from men of greater powers, and erudition 


than themſelves, that ſatis factory certainty they may 13 5 


upon by relying on the Omniſcience and perfect veracity 


of God. As all men muſt then confide i in ſuch reſpectiye 
den 


degrees o on divine nd! 8 teſtimo ny FRO e 1 5 
henſion of revealed reli gion, it becomes them to conſider 
to what preſent authority they can beſt apply wherein Dons 7 5 
will be united 3 for in theſe days to expect to be immedt- 
ately inſtrufted by God himſelf, is neither conſiſtent with 
reaſon, revelation, rior W Had the divine Author 
of our faith intended that all men ſhould be taught inwardly 
by him, he would never have A. e Apoſtles in his 
life- time, and when the Apoſtles provided a conſtant ſeries 
of Miniſters, we muſt believe they either diſobeyed the 
will of their Maſter conveyed to them by the Holy Spirit, 
or that the Holy Spirit led them into error; unleſs we allow 
one of theſe aſſertions, we muſt confeſs chat a regular ſur- 
ſſion of Miniſters deriving their authority through the 

ordination of their Predeceſſors stens from God, is 
the means God has taken, and en 2manded us mi 
ourſelves of for the continual conduct, propa 
gation of that Religion i ood aled to tt Id. On this 
authority to teach; and under the ſame limitations depends 
likewiſe the ſeveral powers the Miniſters of God's word are 
entitled to as ulers of his Church, their adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, and ot 


er offices of religious inſtitution, 

and which we have the ſame aſſurance were exerciſed by 
the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors in conſequence of the truſt 
: e in them ee Well knowing that a profeſſed 


was s abſoluely required i for the falvation of his true dit 
| 'c ciples 


1 i»  . 
ciples, they followed his injunRion, and re TY 
maxim“; they adapted the public declarations of faith 0 
the previous information, conviction, and gradual i improves | 
ment of their converts, to whom many objects of belief 
had been preſented, of them were more profeſſions re. 
quired ; whilſt Chriſtians alſo continued of one heart and = 
one mind + few articles indeed were ſufficient to al 


the true diſciples of our Lord, but when objections were | | 


| ſtarted againſt doctrines as plainly revealed 2 Scripture, 
and of equal importance with thoſe already profeſſed, other 
articles were prudently added to prevent ſuch objeQions 


from diſturbing the unity of the Church, and whatever | 


member of the ſame perſiſted in ſupporting any ſuch tenets, 
ſo derogatory to the Glory of God, and deſtructive of he 


happineſs of man, it was their duty to reprove, and after 3 
fruitleſs admonitions to exclude. From want of a due ex- 4 
erciſe of this authority in the Superiors of the Church, and 


proper attention to the aforeſaid limitations by the Congre-- 
gation, Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm for a time uſurped the 
place of Truth and Piety, and maintained by violence and 
injuſtice that deſpotic ſway over the confciences of men, 
which was founded on error, and deceit. That theſe cor. 
ruptions aroſe not from the uſe, but abuſe of ſpiritual * 
authority is evident, for by reverting to the foregoing _ 
principles they were wholly diſpelled; the Goſpel was 
again laid open to every enquirer, all en were 5 
® Lake t. . 4, iy. gh | 1 
FR encouraged . 


c TY 15 
encouraged to Lend, and invardly agel it, to examine 
themſelves whether they were in the faith, and to proteſt 

againſt thoſe doctrines which had been inne upon them, 
which had no foundation in the Word of God, 2 were 
contradictory to the reaſon of man; when this re· admiſſion 
of divine light into the ſouls of men had diſpelled the hor- 
rid miſts of a long night of ignorance and iniquity, the 
Church roſe again to its original purity, and ſhone with its 
primitive brightneſs. It well became it therefore to guard 
againſt a return of ſuch deluſions, and prevent individuals 
from diftrafting the Communion with ſuch falſe, and dan- 
gerous opinions. As human nature is however prone to 
err on the fide where no reſtraints are laid, many Chriſtians 
from abhorrence of the late ſyſtem of ſuperſtition, fell into 
the oppoſite extreme, and gave ſuch looſe to the wild pre- 
ſumption of miſguided judgment, as involved Religion as 
much in doubt, as it before had been in darkneſs. When 
the fatal effects of theſe principles. had been once expe- 
rienced by us, againſt them the Church thought it of equal 
conſequence to ſecure itſelf, and after many ſtruggles was, 
at that glorious era when our conſtitution both in Church 
and State was fixed and ſecured, at length fully eſtabliſhed,  _ 

and ſupported b by the civil power with 5 0 as 25 as 17 phos 
__ exiſts, * cannot fail © be connebted. 8 


It remains now to | enquire bow: this Church, as „ elabliſhed | 
at POO 6 calculated to anſwer the u purpoſes for 


Ev, | which 


| which 6 0 origi inal 93 of Chi tians was inſtituted, " 4 4 
conducted by 8 Apoſtles. From their example the Word | 
of God is made the teft of our Faith, and the rule of our oY ; 7 
Duty; all men are called upon to ſearch diligently into this "39-1 
ſacred treaſure of truth and holinels, are aſſiſted in the ſearch, - p34 
and entreated to try the effects of that aſſiſtance by the know T4 
ledge they have already acquired. From the ſame examjile OE 
our profeſſions of faith are adapted to the preſumed pro- 
ficiency, and ſtation of our brethren; ant; cenſures ane. 
levelled againſt infidelity, immorality, and indecorum; te 
forms enjoined for the order, and decency of our worllih Ex 
and communion, conſiſt not in vain rites and unprofitable: . 
pageantry, nor left open to the indiſeriminate inventions 
of men to promote diſcord, and enthuſiaſm, but regulated 
with ſuch ſimplicity, and ſolemnity, as ſeems beſt ſuited _ 
to create, and cheriſh a ſpiritual, and rational Devotion. 
Our Teachers and Rulers are appointed to their ſeveral _ 

_ adminiſtrations, according to their ſubordinate attainments; 
all perſecution for opinions is abhorred; and all who di 
ſent from the tenets; of our communion. are requeſted W 
depart unmoleſted, and enjoy their own undiſturbed; but 

. we neither aſſume a power to diſpenſe. with all. religious 8 
f « ourſelves, nor allow an entire power in the breaſt 15 
of every individual to | diſpenſe with Whatever parts of 
faith or practice he will not take the proper means to un- w- 1 
derſtand. It were an invidious taſk, and what I am neither 
equal nor inclined to, to draw any compariſon bet veer 


a” 


th 


our eſtabliſhment, and that of other Chriſtian C Churches: 
Tet every Chriſtian frequent that external communion he is 
convinced adheres the neareſt to that worſhip revealed by 
the Son of God, the Worſhip in Spirit, and in Truth, the 
ſincerity of his conviction, and of his zeal for piety and 
virtue, can be proved, and rewarded by Him alone unto 
whom all hearts are open: but till any one wil ſtep forth, 
who on clear and incontrovertible evidence will delineate 
a ſyſtem of Chriſtian unity more agreeable to the appoint- 
ment of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, we have the fulleſt and 
moſt ſatis factory reaſons to prize and protect our own. It 
muſt in truth be needleſs to enlarge further on its diſ- 
tinguiſhed merits in this aſſembly; it behoves us however 
as conſcious of ſuch merits, and partaking of ſuch a bleſſing, 
to conſider the dangers to which it is expoſed, in order to 
preſerve it inviolate to the utmoſt of our power. The 
dangers from the objects of our ſeparation have ceaſed to 
be lo alarming as heretofore, at leaſt in this iſland; what 


we now have moſt to fear is from nominal Chriſtians within 


the pale of our own: communion Vreſtleſs projectors of 
plauſible, though impracticable innovations; and diſcon- 
tented ſpirits without, WhO not ſatisfied with the religious 
liberty they aftually enjoy, 
abridge ours. What ſerious evils are to be dreadec 5 
thoſe nominal Chriſtians, who by their writmgs, converſe, 

and example wilfully and ſtudiouſſy corrupt the morals, 

1 ih of the though, and unguarded, 


-who 


aim at an increaſe of it to 9 355 


[14 J 
who poiſon their minds with refined profligacy, and make / 
every volume of ſcience and amuſement a vehicle of blaſs © © 
phemy; their efforts unhappily fall in with that indifference 
to religious knowledge and practice ſo prevalent amongſt 
the higher ranks of men, who wiſh to perſuade themſelves | | 
that Religion is either a mere ſpeculative enquiry, or an 


- — — —— 2 A 


engine of political government, who maintain an outward | 
appearance of good from temper, decency, or convenience, = |; 
independent of true piety and integrity, who ridicule every = {| 
ſyſtem of moral reſtraint, degrade religious inſtitutions, _ 
and avoid the opportunities of public worſhip, and at length ' 
to juſtify their conduct, cavil with inveteracy againſt an | 
eſtabliſhed Church, whoſe practice is holy, and whoſe 
doctrines, and diſcipline tend to reform men's lives, and 
correct their manners. Alas! they are not aware, that not 
until they have fully and impartially conſidered the ſubject, 1 
made uſe of their beſt faculties to underſtand their duty, 3 
and left no aſſiſtance nor information unapplied, nor unat- 
tended to, their ſceptical ignorance will pals with i impunity _ 
before God. With regard to projected innovations, all 
innovation is warranted or not, as it is or is not productive 
of real improvement, the thing to be changed is corrupt, and AY 
hurtful, the thing propoled free from all ſuch exception; 
and therefore until it can be proved, by fair impartial* _ 
argument, that our profeſſion of Faith contains eſſential 
doctrines not to be found on an accurate, and fincere review _ 
of the Holy 9 and that our Forms of * 5 
dend 
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„ 
ne ſuperficial ap ppearance of ant, 
than cordial devotion, no true friend of Chriſtian piety, and 
virtue, will think an exchange of the fixed, conſiſtent 

principles of our Church, for opinions that contradiR, and 
ſyſtems that overthrow each other, can ever be an Improve- 
ment in true Religion, contribute either to the happineſs of 
man as an individual, or to the proſperity of a well · governed 
community: much leſs will he deem it adviſeuble to acquieſce 
in all the increaſing claims, and ſs complaints of 
thoſe who openly diſſent from us. Our preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment was approved by men as able, and as honeſt as a 
moſt enlightened, and upright age could produce; it was 
reviewed by others highly jealous « of all eccleſiaſtical uſur- 
pation, at a time moſt favourable to civil and religious 
freedom, the rigorous reſtrictions which were neceſſary at 
the Revival of pure Religion were taken off from all who 
did not conform to our opinions, and they were left to 
entertain their own in peace; but it was judged neceſſary 
to exclude from all cal offices of tru and power thoſe who 
were attached to ſuch oppoſite principles as the Nation had 
ſorely felt by fatal experience 1 already tended on the 
one hand to Tyranny and Perſecution, on the other to 


Licemtioufneſs and Anarchy“. A great advocate in the 


* Let us hear the opinion of that Oracle of Toleration the Prince of Orange ( afterwards 
King William the Third) on 'this ſubject. When ap hed to by ns 11. for his advice 
concerning the n the Teſt; he ſignified to the King * that if on one ſide he a ed 
* the revocation of the penal laws, becaufe he naturally loved Toleration; he on the other 
regarded the Teſt as U neceffary means of ing for the ſecurity of = eſtabliſhed 
„ Worſhip ; that the excluſion from public offices was not a 'puniſhment'; und that the Go- 
<< vernment of Holland, though it tolerated all ſefts without diltinRion, confided thoſe offices 
« only to ſuch as profeſſed the national Religion. 


latter 


1 26 9 


latter cauſe FARE BN ug ce men will always. do the ws] 2 


KL things, i in the ſame circumſtances. 555 


the external eſtabliſhment of different Churches = 


with the civil conſtitutions of their ſeveral kingdoms, which 
are ſo inſenſibly interwoven with each other, that if one i 
attacked, and ſhook, the other cannot fail to be in a 
will ſuffer 123 its Keren. and e of its e 


ahi: who boaſt with anticipated triumph Pe not 13 to 
ſtrike at the root of our Chriſtian eſtabliſhment, but .of 2 - | 
Chriſtianity itlelf. And unleſs we can be perſuaded that | _ 
Religion 1 is of no ſervice to the welfare of a nation, that ĩ it 3 g ö 4 
is of no conſequence what any one profeſſes or teaches in . 
ſuch matters, or that the ſyſtem of mans redemption by 


Chriſt is no part of Chriſtianity, we cannot either in 


dence or in conſcience, countenance the pretenſions of ; 
thoſe, . who -reprobate the very eſſence of our faith, wh 
deprive us of all confidence in Chriſt as a . Teacher, 


of all reliance on him as an heavenly Redeemer, who ſtrip 


his perſon of its dignity, his JoAtines of their credibility, f 
and his laws of their ſanctions, and allow us no more cer- 


tainty of the efficacy of his precepts to our eternal faly 


Prieſtly's letter to Pitt, page gg. n 5 
+ That our Civil and Religious Eſtabliſhments have a reciprocal influence ; on one another 


| muſt be allowed, or Toleration could neither be aſked of, nor granted by, the three Eſtates of . 


this Realm. So that the argument that the admiſſion of perſons inimical to our reli ious 


te eftabliſhment to offices of civil truſt and executive authority can give ns * . lum 


1 to e eſtabliſnment can hardly recommend itſelf to our e 
= SIS aan Sine ee 


FE 


„ 
Meere 
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i; « comribiteto her 


univerſality of. Re reer l wh 
nee. e all kn fo 


— che worſhip of 
his God, he [cial ae of a multitude” of di vinities 
R if our object of divine worſhip 
is degraded; we can only turn to that Being, under whoſe 
deſpotic dominion tliough ſomt alas! by infjdelity, and 


6 ae are eee 8 


pou — ogy 


the barem fie üs Jalan 
be violated by any artful hypocrite who can evade the juſtice 


of | man, WOE deſperate inſidel * 1 
9 t 


a 1 4 4 


to brave the 6 of: God Fe ei did! ey as 
cheerſully re dene are numbers. of Le r 2 
emplary. charafters 28 the lags: of em, nature will 


allow, who would dignify any ſtation, and diſcharge = . | 


truſt repoſed in them with integrity, ſpirit, and: owns 
general reſtraints muſt relate to general principles, and the 
bounds of public candor muſt be marked by Public ourity, 
for the Religion of an Individual is indeed his own pries 5 
concern, but the Religion of a civil Society is the . 
concern of that ſociety, and when wgthave every aſſurance 
from themſelves, that there are Spirits indefatigably at work 
to endeayour to rob us of all Chriſtian direction here, 4 
all Chriſtian hope hereaſter, as we value our own religious 
liberty, and the bleſſings we enjoy in ne Goſpel of Chriſt, 
_ againſt ſuch it is our duty to guard, by all mild and tem- 
perate meaſures, conſiſtent with that indulgence we have 
long ſhewn them, with that full toleration of conſciente 
they already enjoy under our laws. Their rein 5 
us may be violent, unjuſt, and groundleſs, d | 
that petulant wrath which can never work a ee 5 
of God; but let us not retaliate with equal bitterneſs, F 7 
us keep within the bounds of our funktion Wes orudence, 150 
Readineſs, and charity, 5 
of our ſalvation, let-us ew forth th wi den of ov | 
miniſtry, by ens mn ee Scripture.” 
by pure morals to exemplify ĩt. | 0 Int 
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N 10 ee on este gde Ky ber 
{kill, and fidelity; rightiy to inform ourſelves i thoſe point 
which from their education are beyond their apprehenſion, | | 
with the genetil cetch ot Rept? 0 exerttherekirs 
buran abilities re 3 
aus we do ther de of upright indes 1 ſhall 
hereafter rejoice before God n a e our flock who 
have profited by our information, and advice. But if we - 
are negligent in ſearching into the grounds of our faith, 
and either heedleſsly abandon ome. to doubt, and uncer- 
ainty or wilfully miſlead them through paſſion, prejudice, 
intereſt, or vanity, we are the baſeſt of all Traitors, Trai- 
tors to God and man, and every error _ are guilty of 
from want of proper inſtruftion, will doubtleſs not be 
imputed to them, but increaſe the meaſure of our condem- 
nation. Conſcious therefore of our manifold infirmities, 
and deficiencies, of the weight of the truſt repoſed in us, 
of the commiſſion with which we are ſent, we mult earneſtly 
and conſtantly pray to God to'vouchſafe to us his power- 
ful aid, for myo gens eras nie 
wing nee the een 1 _ nn | 
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that Reſigichs is of any 
eq to Civil Society, 16 long will Arr 
ctbliſhed — of" civil ſociety (ſuch as a Nation 
deem e rin eres to have Tone Religion 
1 {4 4 erties a9: to 43 ry $1 <4 þp6 fall 
dert? fr 3 h DOOS fl f ars wrt wh 47 
No Eſtabliſhment can be ſupported unleſs the members 

of that eſtab ſhment are protetted fron 'open and ſecret 
attacks. "G6vernmeiit' under. Which they are 
eltabliſhed can gra that 'prote Ron: and as long as 
that t continues t bliebe Religion of 
wy ee ba to the welfare. of the ſociety over. which 
ndr it u par . ay, as well as 


opinions | are re certainly not objects ak - civil content T 


Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed "Church cannot Judy c 


plain at preſent of any pefiraing, 1 impoſed on Weir, nk : . 
ſcience” in theſe matters: they ho) Ftekr worlkip;* they "41 
deliver their opinions, they teach their youth undiſturbed, 


It has however been thought expedient by the Legiſlature, | 
to exclude Diſſenters from places of executive authority, 
and truſt; and how can they be better known from the 
members of the eſtabliſhment, than by a Toft COAL . 
the object of their diſſent from that eſtabliſhment? This 
Teſt is not forced on them, ſo their conſcience need never 
be wounded; neither does it degrade a ſacred Rite to a 
mere civil purpoſe, as is pretended; for: it is bee, 
that the Sacrament has been Srevipufly taken without an:; 
view whatever. to civil employment v. Many oſſices of 
honor and emolument alſo are leſt open to them without 
it, ſo they have full opportunity of employing their abilities 
for their own advanta ge, n the your of the ne 
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« But, — * anna us. 4 ag any civil, offices p. ” ar % 
they, . The anſwer is plain. Becauſe thoſe offices protect 
our civil and religious eſtabliſnments, and Apt molly 8 
you are adverſe onPrinciple;t9 all eſtabli * 


* The Teſt is Wes FT dba! to eld to Vin h has paſt hs) * __ U men n nilght My 
be tempted at the moment to ſacrifice. co der intoreſt. If any do ſo no W, 12 
muſt reſt wholly on thoſe who have ſuch unworthy motives for partaking of the Lor s. 


&? Supper, not on that law, which ſo i Or Pon ret ee tub 9904 ae 
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utmoſt extent of indulgence. The penalties laid upon them 
at the Reformation were long thought irkſome, though 


N only argue 
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riment; and what was the reſult ꝰ we were forced to ſend 


for the worſt King that ever mounted the throne, and 
whom ve ſuſpected to be ſuch, to be v us from the | 
intolerable tyranny, to which your nent of the 


executive offices of Truſt, you had — bad fo 
crificed the Nation. 2 hg | > 05 


* 


24 


do e Diſlenters' no u r 1 ey ve 
bingen their dann as occaſion ſuited, and gradually 
added claim to claim, increafing their murmurs in pro- 
portion to the conc 1 made them, and deeming thoſe 
very acts oppreſſions, their predeceſſors looked on as the 


ſeldom -exaRted, and were 5 5 off at the Revolution. 
They were then allowed to chuſe what articles of faith they 


would aſſent to, and leave out thoſe to which they ob- 


jected: that allowance to tender conſciences, which ſurely 
"HO moſt ſatisfactory,” was in a little time repreſented 

a grievance, and they induced the legiſlature to allow | 
thels to be exempt from the remaining articles they had 
before- cheerfully allowed to. Being clear then of any 
obligation 
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in religious matters, where: is the rigor. of the; | law, [that 


diſtreſſes their Conſcie where the i noe 
would dictate to them thi: Shlth#-— ſurely none Ci 
urged. Spiritual objects muſt therefore be place a out of 
the queſtion, and we mult turn -en ſec 

to explain abi en ee e e er e 


7 3 ; 4 . 8 NT 1b 2 n 4 "x FEY 5 
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or has it not? 


Union of ſentiment i is the bond of private fnendſnip- o 
Conformity of opinion muſt be the cement of civil ur 
It has been found expedient to the welfare of a State, that 
certain qualifications ſhould "ns aſcertained, and certain teſts 
_ demanded from thoſe who are to be ent 


them- on oath. in the. moſt explicit and. ſolemn; 
before the Regal Office is committed to his charge. 
every member of the deliberative body, every officer" 
executive Per, * demanded . ſimilar declaration, al 
tain Ratjons inthe jt without. being | poſleſle: 
property as is deemed ſufficient to 1 them mips | 

for the due execution of their reſ ſpectiue tr 


— — — he © ho'devkere 
againſt the tenets of Popery; or any perſon from being 
elected to ſuch ſeat, without the actual poſſeſſion of an 


eſtate of C . _ N 3 5 


Borough. | 


But ſay ws Diſſenters * It is abſurd to ck. a greater 
« Teſt from thoſe who fill inferior offices, and who only 
«6 execute the bun than from a member vn 00 eg | 

«> enafts them. ” To which — be replied hols 


If the Body of Eleddte in County or Borough 4 
— a Diſſenter to Parliament to repreſent them, they do 
it in right of the freedom of Election, they do it with their 
eyes open, and he is then but one member of a great de- 
liberative body, whoſe deciſions moreover are to be reviſed 
by the two other parts of the legiſlature. But if the Diſ- 
ſenters were admitted into all offices of truſt and authority 


they not only remain capable of being elected, hut gain 
in many inſtances the chief influence over the bedy of 
 eleftors; the effects of ſuck influence would operate in 
Lenne nor could ny: * be diſcovered till ripe for 
| execution; 


29 A 


execution; the friends a enemies to our civil tat re- Th 
ligious eſtabliſhments could never be diſtinguiſhed from 
each other, till any attempt fatal to both were diſcovered, ” 
perhaps too late to be prevented; nor ſhould we be ap. 
prized of any train laid to eee the whole fabric?, till = 
it began to operate to its ruin. If there is beſides any force 
allowed to this argument of the Diſſenters, it only proves 

that the ſpirit of the reſtriction is evaded by the higher 

orders, and ought rather to be inſiſted on in that caſe, than 

relaxed in the other. e 16M 8 


Alia ſay they, why be ſo alarmed at us merely a 
* our Speculative opinions in Religion, for as to our cvil _ 
e opinions, we have ſhewn ourſelves CY to r wo Y 
* mg Faculty on the Throne? Pit rh e d i „ 
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With reſpe& to ahve: opinions; if er are not 5 
3 of excluſion, the Papiſts have equal claim with them 
they are diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Church, and they | 
are now as peaceful citizens, and as well affected ſubjetts, 
as the others can be, as far as we know at preſent, or what 
either would do were they in power. We know they for- 
merly were in their civil opinions friends deſpotiſm, 85 
We know the others formerly were in their civil opinions 
friends to republican licentiouſneſs, and there is doubtleſs _ 
as much danger of confuſion, miſery, and cn toms: #4 
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2 I am obliged to Dr. Prieſtly for this expreſſion, 
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the tumultuous governmen of many this . 

the arbritary ſway of one monarch. It behoves the State 

indeed equally to beware of the encroachments of either, 

for if it ſhould feel in future any fatal abuſe of its conde- 
ſcenfion, it matters little whether it ſuffers ſuch ee ance 

from the hands of a Bonner or a Cromwell. „„ 


If theſe. appear too harſh truths, and too ſevere appre- 5 
henſions ; let them hear King William's opinion on the 
ſubject *; let them look back on that venerable. zra of civil 
and religious liberty, when the Act of Toleration was paſſed, 
an act formed and carried through by their diſſenting 
predeceſſors, eſteemed the utmoſt ſtretch of civil indulgence, 
and religious freedom, an att now continually cavilled at, 
and thought to contain injunctions moſt hard and grie vous 
to be borne. But if ſuch reſtraints were thought neceſſary 
by a moſt tolerating Miniſtry, when the externals of the 
ſtructure only prevented ſcrupulous men from entering in, 
how much more neceſſary at this day, when the whole 


building is with fuck: da. on nw? Abend”: to de- 9 


ſtruction! | : i 

Their own de Geli FAY Prell Diſſenters 
will never be content till they have attained the ſummit 
of their wiſhes. And as they hate changed, and con- 
tinue to change, their ſentiments ſo much, and ſo often, 
and are divided and fubdivided into ſuch innumerable 
9 and ne opinions, it is impoſſible to 9 Ha 


e Note in demos, page 36 | 
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K ._ as 
* will ever fatisfy all, or any long; ; being. chas 83 

broken into parties intolerant to one another on Prins 115 

ciple, they muſt neceſlarily be inimical to all regular © | 
eſtabliſhment; it behoves us therefore to conſider whethet 4 
it be conducive to the maintenance of civil and religious 
order to permit an influx of diſcordant parties that oppole, 99 
and inconſiſtent dottrines that contradict each other. | . 
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As a proof of their rigid adherence to their own dior, 5 
and: want of | candor to thoſe who differ from 2 a. | 
which towards themſelves they ſo bitterly l oY 7 

need only look to their late profeſſed determination f 
extorting Teſts from the Members for whom they ſhall - 
vote, in ſupport of their tenets, and wiſhes, plainly inti- 

mating they themſelves demand that freedom ir in the 120 i 

- caſe, they abſolutely refuſe to others, DT 0 OR OY 


L 


They declare indeed ty ſoek: e the ek | 
nor dignity of the eſtabliſhed Church, but what are the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy to expect from ſuch men when in power, 
who diſplay ſuch ardent zeal gradually to draw off all-ſup+ 
port from the Church as far as their preſent ability allows? 5 
they can only judge of their future deeds * the: mY : 
avowed extent of their wilnes “. „ e 
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We know full well that the Church of England | is 0 5 
connected with the State, that every perſon, of civil au- 2 
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ration. By their own profeſſions vel learn what uſe 
Difſenters would make of ſuch ſway, if th 
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to enjoy it. The adm 0 
offices of executive governmen 
which might have a ſtrong influence on the 
ligion, and reciprocally on nee dan of 
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och with ref ektable purſuits of commerce, or con-. ; 
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tribute eminently by various diſcoveries in arts and ſeience N . 
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muſt ever be eſteemed incom- | 17 8 
patible with our civil conſtitution; profeſs an .abhor-. 
rence to all religious eſtabliſhment whatever, which __ 

principles if carried to the extent propo uſt tend to 
the overthrow of true Liberty, as well as Chr 
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